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Response to Office Action 



Honorable Assistant Commissioner: 

This paper is intended to be fully responsive to the office action mailed on July 12, 2001. 

Remarks 

Drawings 

Applicant has attached proposed replacement drawings for the Examiner's consideration. No 
new matter has been added to the drawings. 

Applicant responds to the prior art rejections as follows: 

Specification 

Applicant will remain vigilant to any possible errors in the specification. 
§102 Rejections 

The Examiner has rejected pending claims as anticipated by Buechel (U.S. Patent No. 5,702,448). 
Applicant responds as follows. 

1 . Buechel (U.S. Patent No. 5,702,448) is NOT an enabling reference. Buechel has only 
two (2) uses of the word 'diamond' in his entire disclosure: 



A prosthetic device as in claim 12, wherein the biologically inert material is 
selected from the group consisting of titanium nitride, zirconium, titanium 
boride, titanium carbide, aluminum oxide and diamond. 



